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Pl Qualitative Bamboo Study

Abstract

In late 2009, the Prosperity Initiative conducted a qualitative study of farmer experiences in the
bamboo sector of two Communes Tihanh Hé@Province Vi t Nam The study bilt upon the findings

of the 2009 Bamboo Impadssessmen{Baulch,et al, 2009)and focussedarmers, collectors and
workshopsperceptiors of change in recent years. Theuglitative study highlights fivessues arising
from farmer interpretations of change:

a] farmers and local government officials see bamboo as a crop of central importance to the
livelihoods of the region, and of particular inm@nce for the poor;

b] while a robust trading network for bamboo culms in the arteere is little variation in prices or
competition between collects

c] for most poor households, trade with village collectors is based on advance payanentdebt, an

issue that has not been documented in previous Pl studibxerstanding the dynamics of these
paymentg and the role of credit within the trading network, is importaint desigring programs to
support the bamboo value chain;

d] while it is generally acknvledged that the management of bambqulots in the area is sub
optimal, poor farmers have few short term incentives to upgrade the quality of their plantation
through more carefully managed harvesting. The poorest households are caught in a trap of
dependng on their bambomlots to meet day to day expenses, and cannot wait for tipdts to
regenerate, instead cutting bamboo culms increasingly young with negative impacts on price and
sustainability;

e] finally, little institutional suppoexisi for bamboo farmers. Local agricultural extension programs
focus on rice and animal husbandry, and the small extension programs that are available to farmers
through NGOs are small in scale and in reach.
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1 Introduction

The goal of this reporis to offer a summary of two weeks of qualitative research with bamboo
farmers conducted irQuan Hoaand Ba Tke c Districts of Thanh Hdaprovince. The goal of the
NBEAaSFNOK gla G2 LINRGARS | |jdz f A ddinly fuaiBitativeRORA ( A 2
Impact Assessment of ongoing intervention®/it NamQ a o6 | Y 0 ZBaulch & 61.{120089)which

aim to increa® farmer income and livelihoods. The focus of this study isdlooumentingfarmer
interpretationsof recent changes irhe sector and in their lives.

The2009 Bamboo Impact Assesam is based on a panel survey of@iouseholds and 110 bamboo
traders in three districts imThanh HéaThe reportindicatesthat bamboo activities are rankethird
amongst households, (afterrigated rice and poultry) in terms of its importance as an economic
activity. More than 80% othe households cultivated bamboowith 66% of these households
harvesting culms at least once a year and 20% harvesting it monthly or quarterlynédian yied of

the main species of bambolong(Dendrocalmus barbatdsvas286 culms per hectare.

Thanh Héan recent years has seen a growing number of traders, collectors and processoss in th
luong value chainAt the same timethe 2009 survey found thanos households tend to sell their
luong onlyto one buyer, and most carry culnas their shoulders to the point of sale. Most of the
buying took place within communes (82%) desis than 25% of thbamboosold wasprocessed into

high value productsThe surey concludes that the extreme poverty (using the international poverty
line of $1.25/day) in these districts haecreasedfrom 61% in 2006 to 55% in 20084ousehold
incomes were approximately $231 an annum higher among households with luong thasutwith
AyO02YSa TF(Ealhefalz2009 p..2)

The report further estimates that if luong prices increase to $5040d its yields reach a sustainable
level @pproximately 600 culms per hectare), the percentage afgbe living in extreme povertythat

is, below $1.25 per day poverty limewould fall from 49% in 2008 to 33% in 201%5. dther words
62,000peoplewill leave extreme poverty. lfuongprices go up to $67/ton, povertyill reduce to 32%
translating to 13,500nore peopleleavingpoverty by 2020. These projections are bound to increase if
the $2/day poverty line is usg@aulch et al., 2009)

The primary goal®f this qualitative research was to add depth to théndings of the mpact
Assessment studgnd to probe deeper into some of e K 2 ¢ QVGIKYER) ljdzSaldAz2ya O2
motivates farmers to make decisions regarding their luong cultivation practideskey research
questions, as laid out at the outset of the sun{&geAppendix Ifor a full descriptionjvere:

| 26 R2S& o0lYoz22 FAG Ayd2 FINY K2dzaSK2f RaQ |
When and why do farmers chose to cut bamboo?

How are relationships betweenraers and buyers structured? How as Pl changed this?

What government resources do households draw upon for bamboo development?

What are household3uture plans?

aprwWONPE

Thisreport documentsaccounts of change in the voices of farmers, workers, collectors anksthap

owners themselves. For this reason, whenever possible, direct quotes are used to explain changes and
interpretations of events.Finally, the report attempts to account for relationships between various
actors in the bamboo trading network in a winat quantitativemanysurveys cannot.
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2 Review of Study Sites

The two communes chosen for study wetaan Phiiin Quan HéaDistrict andThil} K/jin Ba Tk c.

They were chosen largely because both were relatively close to bamboo traders and workshops, and
had similar extent of cultivated bambo®uan Phyihowever, was much more commercialized, with a
larger number of workshops and far more baoo sales.

Tablel: Basic Information orThi} K/Jand Xuan Phi Communes

Xuan Phu

5 4

Numberof Villages Villages

Total Land Area Ha 2,812.83 2,446.33
m Person/Square km 108.96 60.98
Main ethnic groups Muong 95 Muong 35
Thai 3 Thai 50
Households Kinh 2 Kinh 15
~ Number of bamboo Collectors 8 5
collectors
“Number oprocessing Workshops 1 5
workshops
Mean culm sales per Culms/year 3415.00 1023056.00

household

See Mapl (next page) for the location of the two study communBsi} K/} though located along the

road approximately 10 kilometers from Xuéan Phu, has poorer infrastructure, making acdassdo
forests much more difficult (which in large part serves to explain the divergent levels of
commercialization). It is notableh&t because both Communes were located reasonably close to a
major road highway and to workshops in Xuan Phu, the sample did not capture the lives of households
in more far flung villages his was in part a result of errors during the purposeful samplingedure,

during which the team overestimated the distance frdini} K/jfrom the central workshops i@Quan
Hoadistrict.

PROSPERITY
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Map 1: Location of TH} K/]  aXua&h Phd communes
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3 Methodology

Research for this report was conducted in two one week trips in late November and December of
2009. A small team of seven intéawers from P(Nguyen Thi Phuong Dungu Hoang Linh, Pham Thi
Lien Huongjhe Cooperative for Rural Developme@RD) (Le Van Dung, Nguyen Thi Thu Phuong, Le
Thanh Yen) andddlava (Dang Dinh Tam, Nguyen Thi Thuyet) conductedviews with the support

of local government officials in arranging logistics. Jim Delagheymainauthor of ths report, served

as team leader and led training and analy3$ise methodsusedcombined semstructured interviews

with some grouporiented tools derived from particgtory rural research method@ailey,White, &

Pain, 1999; Patton, 2002)

1 Group interviews (12 Group interviews were conducted at the outset of each research period.
Two tools were used: first, a local bamboo mapping exercise; and second; a Venn Diagramming
exercise. The former was usedl gaina quick understanding of the area, and to begin to discuss
key trends in the local bamboo sector. Venn diagrams were used to discuss local perceptions of
institutions and the importance of different institutions (including both government instihgio
and private sector actors such as collectors and tradémshoth cases, the visual diagrams were
used as a method to promote discussion rather than to create an output that could descibe a
reaity ¢ i.e. there was no attempt made to draw maps to scale.

1 Historical interviews (6) Oral histories were conducted with 3 elders in Xuan Pha Commune. The
team found these quite informative, and increased their number in Theit Ke to 9.

PROSPERITY
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1 Farmer interviews (24¥%in Xuan
Phg  interviews were conducted
separately wih both the man and
woman of the household. This was
changed during the second phasH
fieldwork in Xuan Phldue to a fear of
repetition and onerous burdens on
household respondents. In the second
phase, a series of five interviews were
added with females while not
interviewing their husbands. These
interviews focused much more clearly
on gender dynamics.

Imagel: Farmers in a mapping session

1 Collectors and Tradersterviews (4) ¢ In total 4 interviews were held with collectoraith an
additional collector being captured during farmer interviews) and one held with a large tiEder.
team planned to visit a number of other large traders, but were unable to time constraint and
administrativeprocedures.

1 Workshops visits (2) ¢ one processing workshop was visited ¥uan Ph{i and one trading
cooperative that had engaged in processing activities was visitéthih K/J An additional 5
interviews conducted by the Team Leaderthe previoughree months are used to further flesh
out these findings.

Interviews were conducted it Namese, which, while a second language to most households
interviewed (who were primarily of Thai and Muong ethnicity), is universally spoken and understood
in the area. Typically, two people from the raseh team conducted each interview, with one acting

as the main interviewer and the second as a note taker and recorder. Pairs were split with one man
and one women, with the male taking the lead in interviewing male farmers and the female leading
interviews with women. An additional attempt was made, whenever possible, to team one interview
member from Pl with a CRD oadihva staff who was much more familiar with the local context. All
interviews were digitally recorded, transcribed and coded using the SAMext Analysis Markup
System) system in Misamese(Weinstein, 201Q)

The research began with a two day training held in Hanoi during NoveRW&, during which team
members developed research questions and the tools to be used for data collection. During the
research process itself, nightly team debriefings were held to specify key lessons learned and when
necessary to tweak questions and metiso In January 2010, an analysis workshop was held during
which all researchers were invited to Hanoi to examine preliminary themes and offer interpretations.
Many of the interpretations written here stem directly from this workshop and the evening review
sessions held durintpe field research.

PROSPERITY
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Stories of change

The second PI Impact Assessment exercise noted significanges in poverty in the region, at least
some of which can be attributed to income derived frdoong. This section documents farmer
perceptions of these changes, including the perceived role of luong in reducing patethe
household village and communescales It should be noted, however, thathese qualitative
interviews can do little quantify these changes let alone attritthiam to PI' Instead, the focus here

Aa 2y FelcépdiossiiEnange Attending toperceptions and interpretations leads to two issues

that should be kept in mind while reading the points below. First, it is quite difficult for most farmers
to identify qualitative changes in their lives that have taken place in the past two to three years. The
changes that are more easily apparent are ones that have taken place over decades, which is borne
out below in farmer voices and stories.

Second, it can atrties be difficult for farmers to distinguish between what changes in their lives can
be attributed to bamboadncomeversus other activities. Indeed, as can be seen below, most farmers
that spoke of major changes in their lives in the past few years codlddmso when speaking of
higherincome activities, such as dtrm employment and livestock. The language often used by
farmers themselves was that of what B2 { G2 & 0 @D ratier th @©duée poverty. As

will be discussd below, this poins to aspirations that have, along withit NamQ & NIJzNJ
transformation, increased in recent years.

That the quantitative measures of poverty used in the IAR differ at times from the voices of farmers
themselves is unsurprising, and is a finding borne out in numerous other studies of povedgand
economic chang¢see Ravallion, 20030ne of the key differences between the two is the use of an
absolute povertylinein the IAR ($1.25 USD per day2005 PPP termisand farmer&endencies to use

a relative povertyline.? At the same time, it sould be highlighted that farmer perceptions of their
own poverty, and perceptions of the potential role of bamboo in moving them out of poverty, are
important. As is discussed further below, these perceptions structure farmersgnélis to invest in

their bamboo plos, and their approach to entering into trading relationships.

3.1 Changes in recent years

Image2: Farmer @ her bambooplot

! For further notes on attributionsee(Baulch et al., 2009, p. 6)
% See(Kanbur & Squire, 199®r a review of poverty definitions and their implications.

PROSPERITY
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During interviews, farmers spoke of numerous changkthe past three years, including ir@ased

prices for bamboo and, at times, more buyers. Increases in prices were seen as being important to the
wellbeing of farmers, though very few could identify significant changes in their lives that derived from
bamboo income alone. On the other handhetincrease in the number of workshops was often
highlighted as having a visible and significant impact on the quality of faflivers, not only because

they provide an important source of effirm income for some households but also because they
providea new purchaser for bambo@ds noted below, workshops purchase bamboo culms at slightly
higher prices than collectors, but more importantly, purchase a wider range of bamboo culms,
including small culms and those that are not straightthe words of ondarmer, who had been asked
about recent changes:

AXPAY 3TFSYSNIfszX GKS LIS2LIX S 6K2 KFER RAFTAOAL i
do not. | think that the biggest resource for local people now is that the government is giving
poor pemle loans; poor people can now borrow, and people that are not so poor can also
borrow. This has helped a lot of people to buy baffalo and cattle, and plant a humber of
different trees. That is the first thing. The second thing is that people have beetoatmly

some equipment do the house, like motorbikes and televisions, and things like that. That is
really the only resource that people have been able to draw upon to develop their livelihoods.
¢CKFGQa-FL)f f ¢ o¢Y

Changes at the household level in tipast three years were most often documented as being
relatively minor. A small number of farmers noted that they were able to purchase consumer
durables such as televisions and motorbikes, but this was a minority, with most farmers reporting that
their lives were essentially the sam&he IARndicates that roughly one quarter of households have
purchased assets in the past three years, in particular telephonetetendsions purchased in 2008

Many farmers had considerable difficulty reflecting ohanges in the past three years (since the
baseline survey) and most often simply replied that their lives were the same or, in some cases due to
sickness or other calamities, worse. In fact, many farmers were generally dismissivepadbsition

that luong had played a significant role in improving their lives in recent years. In the words of one
farmer:

axXvye tAFS KlFha y2dd 320GSy oSGASNI LG Eftod L |
is gather luong. | do not work off the farm, or snimals, or do other things that could make
YS Y2y SRIpe 6¢Y

In general, farmers were often dismissive of the potential of luong to improve their lives dramatically:

G[dz2zy3 Ay 3ASYSNrft 2yfte Gl {Snabod) baddnes2idromtJS 2 LI
luong. This is not talking about those people like those who buy and sell luong, because they
can become rich from luong, and we can see it, along with the people in workshops. But for the
farmers, most only have enough to support their -dimy day lives andluong does not help

them at all to become richefK I 4 Q&4 ¢Keé& ¢S o4l yid LIS2LXS tA1S
what we have to do for luong to help us to become richer: we need how much, and have to
plant how, so that working with our luong wiflake us richer, because for the moment, luong

Ay GKAA FNBF 2yfteée KSfLa ]S OFNB 2F 2dzNJ RI

®PI has conducted a quantitative analysis of asset accumuléEibawdhuri, 201Q)which provide a better
source of information for documenting these changes.

PRDSPERITY—]
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The issue of perception is important here, for it should be remembered that interviewers explicity did
not use theinternational $1.25 dolar/day critera used to measure povertgs in the Impact
Assessmenteport. Instead, farmers were asked to reflect on whether their luptags were making
them less poor, or increasing their overall wealth. For most farntbes relative aspects of poverty
were the most important andnostimmediateissuego reflect on.They commonly compared their lot
with the better off in their village and commune, and thought about the differences between their
activities and those of the better off. This issue, andithportant aspirational aspects, will be further
discussed below.

While most farmers did not see luong as a beneficial crop for moving out of poverty in relative terms,
there werea number ofof farmers who did indicate pds/e changes in recent yearshd following
conversation provides an exampéthis:

avyY Ly GKS LIad G662 @SFNERX KlFa @2dz2N) K2dza SK?2
A: Yes, it has changed!

Q: Have these changes been a result of your luong income?
A: Yes, from luong!

Q: Why have there been these$ey i OKI y3ISaK |, 2dz2Q@S KIFR f dz2y3
'Y .SOFdzasS L KI@S tAG0GfS Y2NB SELISNASYyOS: |
to plant on, and | would like to try to do some bamboo shoots in the future.

Q: So you have more bamblamd?
'Y ,S&3 Y2NB fFyR-FB)YR Y2NB o0l Yo22d¢é 06¢Y

It is important to highlight that in this case, as in some others, farmers who have noted an improved
position due to luong income do so because they have increased their bamboo land. For some, when
reflecting further back in time, this planting took place more than a decade ago in the late 1990s, with
subsidies from Project 327, a governmegiorestationprogram with special support for local people

in mountainous area$Others have taken it upon theralves to acquire new land more recently

where possible, or convert other degraded land under their titliéutang For this reason, many

farmers believe that they will only be ableitaprove their incomesrom bamboo if theyacquire

more land

a LT B @awst i0the luong, and havelet of land to plant a lot, then you can become
NA OKSNX ®a 2 (K S thekpastigotSaKo? df Rl arg cBer thayf other households,

0SOlIdzaS GKSé& KIgS o0SGGSNI S@&FA)y2YAO O2yRAGAZY

It is imprtant to highlight, then, the common perception that luong is primarily an activity for the
poor. As householdsleveloped their incomes usually due to other forms of income, drawing upon
their luong plantations became far less regular. It is signifitaat, during an interview with one
farmer who had participated in a model darm trial of improved cultivation methods with GRET, he
noted that although he believed that the new plot would earn him more money, he did not plan to
convert all of his land tamproved cultivation methods. Instead, he is planning to use some of the

* Project 327 for the R&reening of Barren Hills began in 1992. Along with subsidized forest planting, it provided
subsidies for alt and other consumer products for poor households in mountainous areas.
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extra income that he was deriving from luong since the trial to begin further diversifying his income
through investments in animal husbandry.

LY 3ISYSNIf I FanNbe baStdeldiyelrs thejt livéskhava gotteNBetteE because
GKSe KI @S 06SSy Fo6fS (2 62NJ] Fa f1I 062 dz2NSNAX!
(KS8 R2YyQG 62NNE lo2dar GKSANI L Fydtdazya Iy

The overall narrative that emerges from farmerthat luong is exceptionally important for the poor

but becomes less so as households move out of povagyn not wholly in keeping with the findings

of the second Impact Assessment RepoFable2 below indicates that the percenage of household
income deried from bamboo generallyrises with incomes In this case, it is likely that farmers
perceive that these wealthier households, who are also engaged in other activities such as animal
husbandry, are benefitting more from otherctvities than they are in realityThe fact that most
households, both poor and ngooor, cultivate luong focuses the attention of many farmers on those
activities that distinguish the poor from the ngoor. It is also possible that the very poorest
housholds have lower land endowments, an issue that was raised by a number of informants in this
study. The relative role of luong in household asset accumulation and income generating strategies is
an area worthy of future research by PI.

Table2 : Bamboo income as percentagg¥ household income

Bamboo incomsas % of Income from bamboo cultivation as % @
Income groups total income total income

Lowest 20% 13.63% 12.10%
Second 20% 13.41% 9.79%
Middle 20% 10.75% 10.00%
Fourth 20% 16.46% 15.69%
Highest 20% 20.72% 13.89%
All households 14.98% 12.30%

Source: Calculatl from secad Thanh Hoa Bamboo Survey

One activity that was often cited as an important difference between the very poor angpoon
households was the existencd one or more family mmeberswith employment in a workshop.
During interviewsit became clear that these kinds of work were a significant aspiration of many, and
was usually describedl & G KS YIF22NJ NBlFazy F2NJ Fye& ljdzZfAd
circumstancesThis has placed luong not only as a key agricultural product but also as the key driver of
rural industrialization in the area in the minds of local officials and farnBasiboo processing makes

up the vast majority of local industry, amechen most farmers refer to workshops, it is bamboased
workshops that they speak of. At the same tinreThi} K/jcommune, which lacks bamboo workshop

of its owr?, many households pointed to the importance of the local rock crushing workshop as an
important source ofhouseholdincome. While some farmers decried the workshop as noisy and
difficult work, having a family member working in the workshop was an important indicator of being
better off.

5Th'sworkshopwas operating in the commune at the timetbe 2009 Impact Assessment Survaithough this
cooperatively owned workshop isilstechnically operationaltihas notproduced any goods in the past year. It
should be noted, however, that many householdsthe communehave members who work in workshops in

XuanPhu.
PROSPERITY
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While many workshop workerspoke ofthe importance of tlis empoyment (with one young woman
claiming that between her and her younger brother, they earned more than 90% of their family
income) they also noted that the work at the workshops is highly unstable:

dazYSRIF@&a L 62NJ] = | YR easd Y Bdntie tolharies luoyicgoin X F 2 |
regular basis both as a supplement and as a means to fill in when we are not working." (XP
4)

For this reason, it is important to note that, while worksHogsed employment may or may not be a
significant contriloitor to household income in the region in aggregate, it is certainly significant among
those households who have family members employed in workshops. Moreover, households who did
not have access to workshop employment noted it as a major aspiration dorfdmily. Local officials

were also adamant in promoting workshops as a means to create employment for more farmers,
ALISIHTAY3a 2F GKS WAygSauaySydQ dGKIG GKSe gAff oN

When asked to consider changes over a longer terthe past decade farmers noted sigficant
qualitative changes in their lives that they largely attributed to luong and the increased opportunities
to plant and sell.These changes involved the deepening of trade, the increase in the number of
collectors, and proliferation of workshops thrgiiout the district.

G¢KSNBE KI @S 0SSy Ylye OKFhy3aSa triSted ¢ KSNJ
People are cutting more, and are selling more, there are more traders, and only now can we
asStft | t20d .ST2NBI B8 O2dz RyQi aStf YdzOK

Indeed, when asked to indicate qualitative changes in their lives, the aomsinon reference period

gra GKS OKIFy3asSa GKFG KI@S GF 1Sy LiDuriofthisiting, 0S
farmers have been able to sell their luong more Basind have had access to other market
opportunities previously closed to them.

During the historical interviews, commune elders, were asked to identify important periods of
expansion of luong lahand activities in the region. Following the first phadeinterviews, these
dates were used as reference points to further probe into important todibgse are presented in the
table below.

Table3: Important periods of historical change

Establishment of he formal collectives in the region. During this time, farmers nc
significant planting of luong throughout the District.

The informal allocation of land to households. Farmers receive land for free but, in
cases, must pay for bamboo on th&ind.

The first collectors and traders from the lowland begin to arrive in the Districts.

Land reallocation based on new criterfallowing the 1993 Land LawProject 327
encourages large scale plantation of luong on this land along with trseicrops.

Farmers receive red books for their bamboo land.

® Major historical markers were identified during the first stage of research with a small number afyelde
villagers. Following this, these markers were used to structure all historical interviews. See table 4.
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There are a number of historical factors emerging from interviews that are important to highlight in
the context of this study. First, while farmers have long depended on luong forlithedinoods, the
gradual importance of luong has gradually increased, particularly since the process of Doi Moi began.
Prior to collectivization and the establishment of formal collectives in the 1970s, farmers indicate that
luong was primarily used locgalfor house building and other domestic activities. Secdaaners can
identify few times of rapid expansion of luong areas that were not subsidized by the government. The
periods that are particularly important to note are the periods just followingectiNization and just

after doi moi, both periods of intense soed@onomic transformation that brought with them new
schemes and projects to transform the local economy.

Finally,it is important to highlight are the relatively early informal and formahd reforms, that
conferred tenure to farmers in the area. The creation of a smallheddeninated bamboo cultivation
area is somewhat unique withixii t Nam and has provided many of the structural conditions that
have led to the trade networks describedSections.

3.2 Changing prices

Thesecond PImpactAssessmenReportfoundthatd 2 KA f S y2YAY Il f € dz2y 3 LINAC
30% in the last two years, this is slower than the price increases for somedomthodities and has

2yt e 2dzaid 1 S LIiBadzh2009 BH. Wheyf &skell dbbLg pfices, mdst farmers agreed

that they have indeed risen in recent years. At the same time, farmepsessed different levels of
satisfaction with current pricedVhile somdarmersindicated that they were pleased with the raby
whichbamboo prices had risen in recent years, others voiced cosdkat prices had not risen as fast

as other commodities.

In the words obne male farmer:

G ¢ KS LINR O Snotbéen vergzgogdd Tw yedrs ago, two culms of luong would get me a
1At 23INIY 2F LENJ ® .dzi y2d Fye Y2NBX G(KS LINJ
2F td2y3a Kra y2i -FBLI dzZ) ¢AGK GKSaSo¢ O -t

In the words of afemale member of a foagi®up:

AGw. ' Yoz22 LINAROSAE |NBSB8 NRAAYII o6dzi O2YLI NBR
2F NRAOSTZ AdG A& y24 NR&AAYy3I 4 tfXF2N SELY
YSFEGX/ 2YLI NBR (G2 mMdhdpH>E (0KS IciNG xS 2,®G BuNdo S &
luong is only 14,000 and rice is 85,000! Tastier rice is 100,000! So maybe the price of luong is
32Ay3 dzLlJr odzi G2RIF@3X (KS LINAO®3)AE NRaAAYy3A af

This gradual but steady rise in prices, which miamgnersnoted goes back much longer in time, was
often highlighted as an important benefit of the crop. While other crops saw faster increases at times,
the reliability of luong, and its tendency not to suffer from fast collapses in prices, was oftaegoin

to as a key strength.

Farmers noted prices vary by season, reaching a high point in October and November of each year and

then falling around the time of the Tet (lunar New Yedmliday Theseprice variations, however,
were small(between 500 and D00 per tree)and not considered significant by many farmers. For
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example, while prices are low near Tet, many farmers still arrange their harvests during this season for
other reasons, primarily the need to amass money to spend during the holiday.

Farmes often attributed the recent changes in prices to new markeend somewhat surprisingly,
often used the language of the markédne farmer, when asked why prices had risen in recent years,
respondend that:

dhyS NBlFaz2zy Aa (KS Ydopn@aivho teéd bamkds NSefore, th&e Y 2
were not yet any workshop activities, so luong was only really used for construction. Today,
luong is being used for many different products, so people need more of it. So the business
people have to increase théidNA OS-&1pE o - t

Explicit focus wamostoften placed on thesntrance of more workshops into the area in recent years
as a key driver of changes in prices:

G¢CKNBS @SIFNR 3232 GKSNB gSNB y20 Ylyeée 62N 3
the pag three years, the price of luong has never dropped. For example, in 2007, in the nearby
workshop, one culm was only38thousand, but today the same culm isupteM5 & K2 dz& | y
(XRF5).

Workshops do, on the whole, purchase luong at prices $idtigher than collectors and traders and
also purchase a wider range of bamboo qualities (See seEtimr! Reference source not founy.
and for this reason, farmers and government officials alike have a tayd® attribute rising prices in
the area to their establishment.f@ixials inThi} Kfjlargely explained the fact that prices were lower in
their commune than ilXuan Phdhrough the fact that they did not have workshops.

Farmers recollection of pricehanges over the past three years are generally keeping with Pls other
price monitoring efforts They speak of gradually rising prices that have failed recently to keep up with
the costs of other important goods. It is notabable that this trend of relatistable prices was at
times highlighted as a benefit of bamboo. Stable prices and reliable markets have made bamboo
farming a very secure investment for many farmers, and this security was often highlighted as an
important aspect of the crog especiallyfor poorer farmers.

4 Why do farmers value bamboo?
4.1 The role of bamboo incomes in the household economy

The previous section highlightd that, in the perceptionsof farmers and many local government
officials, luongs appropriate for poor households due its realiability butit has constraints when it

comes to moving households to higher levels of incowilhile a beneficial crop, growing luong is not

'y FOGA@GAGE GKIFIG Fft2ga 2yS G2 ao0S02YS NIoOKe |
day reeds. While this perception was common, it should be noted that luong was at the same time
perceived to be a highly beneficial crop, and one that is especially useful for and appropriate for poor
households.This sectionreviews some of the reasons that fimers give for luong being useful
economically The focus here, following farmer narrativese on: a] low labour requirements; b]

stable prices; and] stable markets.
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Most farmers reported bamboo as being either the first or the second most impoxtesy for
GKSYaSt@Sa FtyR F2NJ GKSANI @gAttl3Sas | FAYRAy3
assessments. This importance was botiniterms of relevance toverallhouseholdincome, but also

the specific role that bamboo plays in paying targoing expenses, and the flexibility that farmers
have in deciding when to harvest and how to manage it. In the words on one farmer:

G[d2y3 Aa GOSNEB AYLRNIIFIYyGE YR AT L RAR y2i
spend money at the staof the year for my child to study and eat, and if | did not have luong,
GKSY L R2y Qi 1y26 6KSNB L g2dA R 221 F2N A
RFe ¢AGK2dzi -FRANRLILIAY IDE O -t

There are two points made here, both worth hiigiiting, and both commonly stated by interviewees.

First, luong is an important and common source of income for various cash expenses ranging from
school fees to food and health care expenses. For these expenses, luong is it generally cut just before
the payment is required. In the case of emergenciesan also be used as collateral for loans from
local collectors, who will purchase with advance payments &mstion5.2). Second, as noted above,

the price of luong is quitetable, and while it has notisen much in recent yearsat least in
comparison to othe crops, which have seen dramatiwice increasesits price seldom drops.
Therefore, luong offers a stable and secure source of income. In the words of another farmer:

dfodzz y I3 X8 Aa (GKS &2d2NOS 2F Yeé SO02y2yeéd 2 KSy
GKSNBXtKSaS oFYoz22 (NBSa gAftf LINRPDARS YS Ay
term trees. Also, when | am low on [other] economic resourcess, | alwaymbane from my

0l YO 22®2) o-t

Another famer specified, when asked what he would do if he did not have luong:

GLF Yé FlrLYAfe@ RAR y20 KIF@S ftdz2zy3dzx GKSYy Al ¢
out, it would be seasonal, and if | wsisk then | would not be able to work and that would be
I 6A3 LINRPOfSYS YR Yé TFlrYAf&F@A tAGAy3I aidl yF

One of the key advantages of luong, according to farmers interviewed, is that it is quite easy to sell.
Buyers for all sizesnd grades of luong can be found, and it can be sold year round, albeit with some
seasonal variations in price. In the end, it is this ability for farmers to hawiesn they need money

that sets bamboo aside as a useful crop, especially for the potire words on one farmer:

GL 1y29¢ KIFI@S G2 Odzi f dz2y Jplofl IV hi§oed and tallgst ¢ IR S NJ
trees can reach 20,000 VND. The prices go up and down a little. But when [buyers] want to buy at
OKS I LISNJ LINA OS a 3 Bul whenyl nekd n@®uesi thhen Bhawé 0 dut whdrthe prices are

OKSI LISNX» 9@SNE GAYS GKFG L Odzisv3L OFy Odzi 2 dz

4.2 Harvests
Farmers are generally able to harvest bamboo at times and in volumes that suit them. Time and time
again, interviewees noted this as a key benefit of bamboo farming. While a general trend seems to

indicate that some of the larger volume harvests are close to the Namese lunar New Year (in
January/February) there is much variation depending on fasitlations. In the words of one small

collector:
PROSPERITY
| InimiaTIvE |

Market Forces Reduding Poverty 16




Pl Qualitative Bamboo Study

Q: So when you usually harvest to sell to the collector, do you sell a few dozen culms, a
Kdzy RNBRXZ 2 NX

'Y hKXZ L OFlyQil alrez a2vYySiAavySa L g¢gAff 2yfe
hundred.It all depends on whether our needs are big or small. It also depends on how much
time we have to harvest. For example, when we have free time, then we will harvest; if we are
GSNE odza ez (K Spe hefecit alkti timedd@@FLISIZZ  RAuwcpaddyK | &S
land, so we must cut all year round

Harvesting times vary between households and villages. Indeed, many farmers interviewed for the
study noted that the ability to harvest at different times of the year was one of the major benefits of
bambooas a crop:

62 KSy L yYySSR Y2ySXC2NKERDSRNST BAKSENEOENI L ySS
enoughmoney, then | will cut [luong]. Or whesmmebody comes to buy, then | will cut it for them.
Vegetables, on the other hand are only seasénal-F3)

It is important, therefore, to highlig that
farmers can draw uponluong as a source
emergency finance when they require extra
income and deal with shocks and emergencies.
For this reason, it can be expected that bamboo
can provide an importat income smoothing
function. The role of bamboo in household
portfolios therefore can be much better
documented and analysed. Many households
speak about this quite explicitly, in the words of
one farmer:

oFor example, if a household does not have any
luong tree at all, and they have trouble working

off of their farm, and are sick, then they always

have to go and borrow money for everything,
GKAOK Aa OSNE KHFMR 2y (K:

Image3: Stand of luong bamboo

Wealthier households, by contrast, harvésbngrelatively irfrequently. At times, this was voiced as a
strategy to improve the quality of their stands, as in the case of one female farmer who had migrated
from the lowlands. Households who had other incomes, such as government salaries or incomes from
trading or wags from working in workshops, at times explained that they did not have the time or
access to labour that they would need to harvaging In some cases, respondents mentioned not
having been able to harvest in the past three yearsKPRK
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